INTRODUCTION

1
Yersinia enterocolitica is a Gram negative member of the Enterobacteriaceae family. Surveillance Centre (CDSC), however diarrhoeic stool samples are rarely cultured for 10 presence of Yersinia spp. Y. enterocolitica is also difficult to isolate from such 11 specimens as it is overgrown by other enteric organisms. Therefore it is likely that the 12 reported incidence is underestimated. In continental Europe, the incidence and 13 importance of yersiniosis as a cause of enteric disease is considerably higher. 14 Belgium, Holland, and Germany report enteropathogenic Yersinia as rivalling 15 Salmonella spp. as a cause of gastro-enteritis (Doyle 1985; Bottone 1997 In particular, porcine products are implicated as the major source of human Y. 2003; Watabe et al. 2003) . As yet, no national structured survey of faecal carriage by 17 livestock has been undertaken in Great Britain. (Kim et al. 1999; McNally et al. 2001) . 
15
Upon receipt at the testing laboratories, the samples were allocated a sample number, 16 conferring anonymity to the abattoirs and herds from which samples were taken. 
